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Welcome to Big Bethel AME Church • Atlanta   
Reverend John Foster, Ph.D., Senior Pastor  

10:00AM Worship Service 
Sunday, July 23, 2023  

Theme: ““Shine A LightShine A Light” ” M a t t h e w  5 : 1 4M a t t h e w  5 : 1 4 -- 1 61 6    

The Organ Prelude………..…………………..……..…………………………Bro. Phillip Skerrett, Jr.  

The Doxology………...…..………………………….……………………….………….A.M.E. Hymn No. 647 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye  heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship ……………………………………………………………………….Sis. Linda Smith 

Minister:     I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!” Our feet have  

      been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! (Psalm 122:1-2) 

People:      For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in  

      the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. (Psalm 84:10) 

Minister:     For the sake of the house of the Lord our God; I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:9) 

People:      They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts  of our God. 

Minister:     O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells. 

People:      But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

Minister:     Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable  in  your sight,   

      O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14) 

People:      O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! I will sing of  loyalty and of  

       justice, to  you, O Lord, I will sing.  (Psalm 98:1,4) 

 

The Hymn of Praise………………Friend of God—Israel Houghton & New Breed……..Bro. Henry Walker        
 

  I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God He calls me friend 
   Verse 
          Who am I that You are mindful of me That You hear me, when I call 
           Is it true that you are thinking of me How You love me, It's amazing 
  
  I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; He calls me friend 
  I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; I am a friend of God; He calls me friend 
  
  [Vamp:]    God almighty; Lord of Glory; You have called me friend   
                  God almighty; Lord of Glory; You have called me friend 
 
The Invocation ………………...………………………………………………………….Sis. Tonretha Harris 
 
 

 

The Worship Through Music…………………..……………………….....Bearden-Scott Youth Choir 
 
The Responsive Scripture……………Psalms 139:1-6 NRSV……………………..….Sis. Trinity White 

 

Minister: 
1
 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
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The Responsive Scripture (Continued)……….…….……..…………………………..Psalms 139:1-6 NRSV 
 

People:   
2
 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.  

 

Minister: 
3
 You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 

People:   
4
 Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 

 

Minister: 
5
 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

 

ALL:        
6
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it  

  

The Preface to the Decalogue…………………………..……………….…………...…...AME Hymn #69 
From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise;  

let the Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue. 
 

The Summary of the Decalogue……………………………………………………...….Sis. Lyla Reneau  

 

Hear what Christ our Savior saith, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it. You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 
 
 

The Gloria Patri………………………………………………..…….……………………....AME Hymn #627 

The Welcome to Big Bethel……………………………………….…………..…The Philippian Ministry 
 
 

The Worship Through Creative Expression                                       Kwanza-Sol Dance Ministry 

 
 
 

The Pastor’s Words 
 
 
 

The Introduction of the Speaker…………………………………………….Rev. Andrea Lewis, Ph.D. 

 

 

The Worship Through Music………………….……………….................Bearden-Scott Youth Choir 

 

The Sermon……….…………….…...………….……………...……..Rev. Cassandra Marshall 
                                                                                                                          Associate Minister—Trinity AMEC 
 
 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship………………………….………Rev. Cassandra Marshall 

 
 
 
 
 

The Worship In Giving:  tithes & offering  

 

 

 

The Benediction………………………………………………………………………...Rev. Cassandra Marshall 
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Eighth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

First reading Psalm Second  
reading 

Gospel 

July 23, 2023 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 

Wisdom of Solomon 
12:13, 16-19    or  
Isaiah 44:6-8    
Psalm 86:11-17 

Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-
43 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls & prayers 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Bro. Horace Ford (770) 478-3013 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Deborah Stephens–Lattimore  

(678) 945-4001 

Bro. Don Stewart  (678) 289-2579 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
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Reverend Cassandra Marshall, affectionately known as Rev. Cassie,  is a 

native of San Diego, California. She grew up as an active member of  

Bethel AME, San Diego where she served the AME Church faithfully in 

numerous capacities. She has served diligently in The Lay Organization, 

where her roles have ranged from local level member and leadership in 5th     

District as Young Adult Representative. Her favorite scripture is Proverbs 

22:6. “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 

not depart from it”. She is thankful for the training that she has received in her life.  

 

In 2009 Cassandra was accepted to Clark Atlanta University and moved to Atlanta to pursue her educa-

tion. In May 2013, Cassandra received her Bachelor of Arts in Speech Communications and Philosophy. 

She furthered her education at  Emory University’s Candler School of Theology, where she earned a 

Master of Divinity with a concentration in Theology and Ethics in May 2019.  

 

Cassandra is currently a member at Trinity AME Church in Atlanta, GA under the leadership of Pastor 

Charles Ramsey. In 2018, She accepted her call to preach and began the process to receive her       

ordination in The African Methodist Episcopal Church. In May 2023 at the 149th session of the Atlanta 

North Georgia Annual Conference, Cassandra was ordained an Itinerant Elder in the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church.  

 

Cassandra loves The Lord and The AME Church. Rev. Cassie believes in being uniquely you, she 

doesn't enter the pulpit in traditional fashion. When she stands to proclaim The Gospel she often does 

so in her infamous collection of sneakers and has earned her the nickname “The Preacher in Sneakers”. 

Her call to ministry is to encourage others to seek God, for she knows what a transformation that has 

brought about in her own life. 

Reverend Cassandra Marshall  

**Visitors may register their attendance online  
on the Big Bethel Guest Registration Form.    

Thank You for worshipping with us  
and feel free to come again!!!! 
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